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George J. Wolff

Friendless, alone, gazing wide-eyed at America, land of his dreams,
land of opportunity, 16 year old George J. Wolff arrived in this

country, bringing with him a school high education, and a hard-earned
apprenticeship at trade—three years at no wages. Beyond a monosyllabic
“yes” or “no,” he knew no English. He had started his adventure in
Germany with borrowed money to secure passage, and a set of new
clothes purchased by his mother with funds obtained by pawning her gold
watch.  The watch still belongs to the family.

Pioneer Visionary&
George Wolff posing in front

of his store.
NW corner of Heron and H Streets.

Prior to the fire of 1903.

George Wolff Store
NW corner of Heron and H Streets.

after the fire of 1903.
Ca. 1904

Wolff’s
Built in 1922, SW corner of Broadway and Wishkah Streets.

Harborite of the Year
Dinner

Saturday, October 10th.
Tickets on sale soon.

ANOTHER
Women of Grays Harbor

History Event
COMING January 2010

Aberdeen Museum Board
Monthly Meeting

First Tuesday of each month
Aberdeen Museum

7:00 p.m.

Friends of the Aberdeen Museum
Monthly Meeting

Third Tuesday of each month
Aberdeen Museum

7:00 p.m.

Coming Events
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Aberdeen
Museum of History

Dann Sears, Director

Board Members

LaMont Shillinger, President
Byron Eager, Co-V. President
Roy Vataja, Co-V. President

Margo Shortt, Secretary
Barbara Jones Caskey

John Erak
Joan Turner

Friends of the Museum

Vacancy, President
Carol Stubb, V. President
Florence Smith, Secretary
Marty Honer, Treasurer

John Erak, Citizen at Large

Trustees

Leonard Airhart
Bettie Garbe

Carmen Ainsworth
Bill Reid

Wolff Company clothing label
Designed by

Artistic Weaving Company, New York City

Interior of Wolff Store,
NW corner of Heron and H Street.

Before the 1903 fire.

Interior of Wolff Store,
NW corner of Heron and H Streets.

1907

Interior of Wolff Store,
NW corner of Heron and H Streets.

Remodel and new fixtures
Date unknown

Interior of Wolff Store,
SW corner of Broadway

and Wishkah Streets.
Remodel and new fixtures

1948
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Young George was use to frugal living,
and it served him well as he searched
for opportunities in New York, Chicago
and other locales.  A wage to keep
body and soul together was all he
needed, and there definitely wasn’t
time to regretfully dwell on the past.
Not finding anything suitable to his
liking George headed west, reaching
Olympia with a dollar and thirty-eight
cent to his name. What hardships and
sacrifices he must have endured, one
can only imagine.

Olympia was the beginning of the
Wolff legacy, but not an end of his
sacrifices.  Upon his arrival in 1889
George scored what he termed a “real
job,” with I. Harris and Sons, earning
$2.50 a month, plus board.  After six
months his salary was raised to $5.00 a
month.  “I was saving money by that
time; sending some home to the old
folks—it was work and save, work and
save.”

Years flew by, eight to be exact.
George, now in his early manhood was
sent to Centralia to manage another
store owned by Harris& Sons..  This
position was short-lived however when
in 1897 a manager position opened at
the firm’s store located in the booming
city of Aberdeen.  Five and a half years
of excellent managerial
accomplishments in the Aberdeen store
paid off.  I. Harris and Sons, desiring to
sell their Aberdeen store, made Wolff
an offer.  The firm believed their
manager possessed the essentials for
success, industrious, intelligence, and
honest, the terms of the sale were made
easy.  A small down payment was made
and Mr. Wolff, with his known
reputation easily obtained a loan of a
few thousand dollars from a local bank.

By 1903, hard work and sacrifices
resulted in steady gains; things were
looking up; until the morning of Friday,
October 16th, when dark clouds of
doom rolled over Aberdeen, not from
typical fall weather however, but as the
result of what was eventually to

become known as Aberdeen’s “Black
Friday.”  140 businesses including
Wolff’s store went up in smoke.  Even
though he sustained heavy losses it
didn’t discourage the young proprietor.
Wolff salvaged what he could from the
disaster, and moved to the Commercial
Block on Market Street; occupying a
space jointly with a grocery store—ten
days later the Commercial Block was
destroyed by fire.

 “I tell you, I had just as much
confidence in the future of Aberdeen
and Grays Harbor that night when I
was ‘cleaned,’ as ever; just as much.”

With strong convictions that Aberdeen
would be rebuilt, Wolff again gathered
together odds and ends of what could be
salvaged and placed them in the
Congregational Church to dry out. The
Commercial Block fire occurred at night,
and by 11:00 the next morning Wolff had
rented a lot on Heron Street for thirty
dollars a month—by noon had
contracted for the construction of a new
building to be put up, at the cost of
$630.00, with the stipulation that it must
be finished within ten days.  At this
point in Aberdeen’s history, carpenters
where few, and most were busy after the
fire.  This found Mr. Wolff vigorously
swinging and sawing shelving between
intervals of taking inventory and
other tasks.  However, within the
ten day period the store was
completed and ready for business
with brand new stocks of goods.

“That was one of my lessons,”
mused Mr. Wolff.  “It gave me
increased confidence; and I think
that I am not unduly boastful when
I say it gave others confidence.”

Life was full of lessons for Mr.
Wolff; and they were profitable to
others.  In 1922 George Wolff, a
true visionary, once again putting
his trust in the growth of Aberdeen
built his final store on the corner of
Wishkah and Broadway away from
the central business district—a
store that would set the standard

for dry goods and ladies apparel for
decades to come.

The new Wolff’s featured a spacious
main floor with numerous departments,
beautiful display cases, balconies,
mezzanine floor, and wide aisles all
illuminated by scores of blazing
electric lights, the rays dazzlingly
reflected by mirrors placed
everywhere.  The store was a picture
of grandeur—for there is grandeur in a
certain kind of business—combined
with perfect simplicity and good taste.

George J. Wolff loved Aberdeen and
Grays Harbor giving to the
communities an unfaltering, unselfish
devotion.  From 1897 when he first
arrived, until his death in 1931 he
played an important role in the
Harbor’s progress. Wolff’s legacy was
carried on after death by his son Joel,
his family and a legion of dedicated
employees until the store was down-
sized to a smaller shop connected to
the main building, which was leased to
Woolworths in the early 50s and
 Pay-n-Save in the 60s.

A lesson is to be learned here—if
Aberdeen is to succeed, it will take
vision, good leadership and unselfish
dedication.

George Wolff, Grand Marshal of the
1914 Splash Festival Parade

Mr. Wolff also paid the Pashe News Co. from
California to film that event.
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Annual Fund Drive A Success!
HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF—”History follows a pattern of events that recur in different eras.”   The term is
also commonly used to refer to anything that happens more than once.  This proverb has been traced back to
“Rufus Historie’ (1553) and later used by English novelist George (1858).”

Considering the currents economic events this proverb can be repeated again, thanks to the people listed below
who stepped forward, dug deep into their pockets during these trying times, assuring that Aberdeen and Grays
Harbor history will continue to be preserved for generations to come. You have The Aberdeen Museum’s
esteemed gratitude and appreciation:

Pat and Mary Ellen Hughes
Evan and Kathryn Wong
Bettie Garbe
Anonymous
Gene and Barbara Shillinger
Larry and Marcia DeLorme
John and Dolores Erak
Leonard and Emily Airhart
Jerry and Helen Hedwall
Will and Anne Foster
Helen Hepp
Country Estate, Nelma, Inc.
William Reid
Richard and Beverly Hall
Carmen Ainsworth
James Kirk
Ms. Shara Delorme
Prezler, Lerner and Mertz & Co., L.L.P.
Tony and Laurie Airhart
L.G. Isaacson, Co.
Bill and Vella Garrison
Andrew Ballasiotes
Kevin and Barbara Caskey
Gayle Delanty
Frances Tanner
Al and Sharon Balin
The Balch Family
Gene and Lenore Lundquist

Shawn Martin
Jerry and Sue Keltner
Byron and Sharon Eager
Gordon Love
Ken and JoCelle Strom
Patrick and Elizabeth Anderson
Joseph Kruft
Bob and Skooter Scherieble
Stan and Bonnie Johannes
Eugene Schermer
Tyrone and Dealy Palmer
Florence Smith
Don and Carol Stubb
Winona Hammonds
Lawrence and Patty Ayres
Frank Moses
Marge Quimby
Mark and Weedy McCauley
Eleanor Skrondal
Doug and Mary Jo Zimmer
Duane and Kay Frojen
Barbara Wyanns Johnson
Sid and Doris Pierog
Thriza Krohn
Teri Johnson
Betty Dragecevich
JoAnne Sanford
Ann Williams

City of Aberdeen and Aberdeen City Council
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Volunteers don’t get paid,
not because they’re worthless,

but because they’re priceless. –Sherry Anderson

Volunteers are very important to the overall operation of the museum.  On a daily basis they contribute
their time and talent in a number of areas.  These areas include reception desk/gift shop, clerical
assistance, volunteer coordinator, carpentry, electrical, resource librarian, artifact registration, cleaning,
and newsletter duties. In addition the docents, a small group of volunteers who conduct a majority of
museum tours.  On an average the Aberdeen Museum maintains a volunteer corps of 34 individuals and
collectively they donated 4850.05 in 2008.  From years of 2000-2005 museum volunteers logged in
17,256 hours and from 2006-2008, 16,472 hours.   This amazing group allows the museum to provide a
large range of programs and services to the public.  I would like to express my deepest appreciation for
their hard work and dedication.

In-kind Donors
Thank you for your continueous support

Aberdee Office Equipment Co.
Grays Harbor Stamp
Grays Harbor Paper Co., L.L.P.
The Daily World
The Vidette
The Washington Store
Aberdeen Timberland Library
The Popcorn Factory
Aberdeen Parks and Recreation

Laura Messinger- Sr. Sunset Times/
Harbor Hoot
Aberdeen Timberland Library
Polson Musuem
Harbor Tool Rental
Water-To-Go
Pacific Bank
Anchor Bank
G..H. Chamber of Commerce

Carmen Ainsworth
Emily and Leonard Airhart
Tony and Laurie Airhart
Doris Backholm
Al and Sharon Balin
Barb Caskey
Larry and Marica DeLorme
Byron and Sharon Eager
Bob Eager
John and Dolores Erak
Bob Esposito
Joan Kowalsky
Nancy Lyle

Nancy Miller
Ron Rivera
Bob and Skooter Scherieble
Steve Scherieble
Georgia Scott
Lamont and Barbara Shillinger
Margo Shortt
Julie Skoken
Florance Smith
Joan Turner
Roy Vataja
Linda Wilson
Gene and Larry Woodwick
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Think-Of-Me
Gift Shop

Visit the

Oral History Interviews
John Bebich
Hans Bielski

Dwight Caron
Bill Jones

Ted Rakoski
Bronco Tesia

Lady on the Beach
by Nora Berg

Julia’s Story
From Squatter Child

to Cinderella
By Julia Loomis Farrow

InInInInIn
Loving MemoryLoving MemoryLoving MemoryLoving MemoryLoving Memory

Doris Daneker
Thea Birdsall
Betty Lou Frost
Edna Oestrich
Lynn Daneker
Don Smith
Bob Long
Jerry Luark

February, 2009
March, 2009
March, 2009
March, 2009
March, 2009
April, 2009
April, 2009
July, 2009


